Deaths from residential injuries in US children and adolescents, 1985-1997.
The majority of deaths from unintentional injuries in children occur in the home environment, but there has not been a comprehensive analysis of residential deaths in the United States since 1985. The objective of this study was to determine the incidence and trends of deaths from injuries that occurred in the residential setting. Injury-related death rates of all deaths among US children and adolescents who were younger than 20 years from 1985 to 1997 were calculated using National Vital Statistics System Mortality Data from 1985 to 1997 by age group, gender, region, and race. Poisson regression or negative binomial regression was used to test for trends over time in mortality rates. From 1985 to 1997, an average of 2822 (55%) of 5103 annual unintentional deaths in US children with a known location of injury took place in the home environment. The annual number and incidence of fatal residential injuries decreased by >22%, from 2973 (4.2 per 100000) in 1985 to 2310 (3.0 per 100000) in 1997. The death rate as a result of residential injury was highest in children who were younger than 1 year (12.6 per 100000) and 1 to 4 years (7.9 per 100000) compared with older children, boys compared with girls (4.9 vs 2.8 per 100000), and black children compared with white children (7.0 vs 3.3 per 100000). The highest death rates were attributable to fires (1.5 per 100000), submersion or suffocation (1.3 per 100000), poisoning (0.2 per 100000), and falls (0.1 per 100000). Despite a 22% decline since 1985, residential injuries remain a leading cause of death in US children and adolescents. Black children were 2 times more likely to die from residential injuries than white children.